THE PEACE OF THEOSOPHY 


■' That which is most Real is most 
true, and therefore most practical. 

In order that we may make our Peace 
Department effective, and therefore useful, 
we have to bring into closest association the 
fundamental principles of Theosophy with the 
practical needs of the world as the world is 
at the present time. 

To do this, it seems to me that there are 
three stages to be observed : 

First , we must endeavour to determine 
what are the fundamentals of Peace from the 
standpoint of the Science of Theosophy. 
For the time being, each student must 
determine these according to his own 
understanding of Theosophy. But he should 
try to arrive at conclusions which are short 
and sharp and arresting. 

Second , we should apply the principles we 
have discovered to the great departments of 
human life, so that we may endeavour to 
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establish the principles which should govern 
activity in these departments What is, for 
example, the Peace of Theosophy in terms of 
the races of the world, in terms of the 
nations of the world, in terms of the faiths of 
the world, in terms of the sub-human king¬ 
doms and their relations with the human 
kingdom, and in terms of any other organ¬ 
ism of human life which forms part of 
that evolutionary process which we call 
humanity ? 

Third, we must then apply the principles 
which we have discovered for the above 
stages to the various situations in the world 
as they actually exist at the present time. 
At this third stage we must take the world 
practically and as it is, and seek to determine 
what is the next step that it can take in the 
direction of Peace. 

These second and third stages must equally 
be determined, preliminarily by the individual 
student He may as a member of a par¬ 
ticular race or nation or faith know of other 
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departments, of which the above-listed are 
only, of course, partial enumerations. 

He should apply the principles of a Theo- 
sophical Peace, as he may have determined 
these, to all departments of life of which he 
has cognizance. Here again, he must make 
his statement as pithy, as sharp and as 
arresting as possible. 

The final stage will, I think, have to consist 
in various committees in various countries as 
far as possible resolving into their greatest 
common measure of agreement the different 
statements provided by the many students 
who have been engaged in this research 
work. From every country it will be desir¬ 
able to have what might be called a Charter 
of Peace which will concern itself not only 
with the world situation, as naturally it must 
but also with the situation in the country from 
which the Charter emanates Such a Charter 
should particularly emphasize both the Rights 
and the Duties of the country con¬ 
cerned 
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These various Charters will, I am sure, be 
of very great significance. But I am hoping 
that some central committee will in its turn 
establish a World Charter of Peace compris¬ 
ing the greatest common measure of the 
various constituent Charters which will have 
brought it into being. 

Naturally, in such times as these, a world 
committee will be unable to meet together 
physically. But at Headquarters our Peace 
Department might act as a receiving station 
and prepare a tentative World Charter for 
circulation among representative students in 
every country that can be reached. 

I am assuming that our students will be 
Theosophists, even though not necessarily 
members of The Theosophical Society. 
Otherwise, how will they be able to initiate 
the first step—the establishment of Theo¬ 
sophical principles of Peace ? But they will do 
well to invite whatever help they can gain 
from other students ; and especially when 
the third step is reached they should take 
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advantage of practical knowledge which 
movements and individuals possess alike as to 
what is the matter with the world and what 

is the way out. 

For the third step there must be an ex¬ 
ceedingly practical and up-to-date outlook 
upon life as life is actually lived. Our Theos¬ 
ophy may dwell in the sunlight but it must 
also be abroad upon the earth Is it necessary 
to say to Theosophists that the fulfilment of 
the First Object of The Society—the esta¬ 
blishment of a nucleus of the Universal 
Brotherhood of humanity depends upon the 
establishment of a Peace which at least the 
greater portion of the world can understand, 
can appreciate and can practise ? 
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May Thy Will become my will, 

Thy Way, my way, 

And all Thy creatures my creatures 
Thus shall I help Thy world to Peace 
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PLANNING FOR PEACE 


THE President says : in the midst of war, 
and at no time more so, we Theos- 
ophists, extollers of Peace, must not 
only ourselves be at peace—it is one of 
the greatest contributions we can make 
towards the cessation of war—but we 
must ardently plan for Peace, so that in 
the midst of learning the terrible lessons 
of war we may the better help to build 
an enduring Peace. 


The Theosophical Society must be 
among the movements in the world 
which work for Peace in the midst of 
war, and I have therefore constituted 
a Peace Planning Committee at The 
Society's International Headquarters to 
gather together from all parts of the 
world such material as may be available 
in connection with planning for Peace, 
and to study it in the light of Theosophy, 
by degrees, perhaps, formulating a ten¬ 
tative Plan for Peace for the considera¬ 
tion of members of The Theosophical 
Society throughout the world. 

All Peace material towards this end 
will be gratefully received by 

THE PEACE DEPARTMENT 
Adyar— -Madras 
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